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“ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 


In issuing the Bighth nr Aliana os the 
Session of 1855-6, the Faculty of the Homeopathic Medical 
College of Pennsylvania take great pleasure in congratulat-, 


ing the Alumni and - friends of the Institution generally, on 


the uninterrupted prosperity of their School. It willbe 
seen by the accompanying. dasaloane that the attendance — 

has been as large as usual, notwithstanding the severe pres- 
sure of the times, that has caused an essential, diminution 


of the medical classes throughout the country.+ 


__ Since the close of the last. Session, the Board of Mana- 
gers and Faculty. of the College. have been untiring in their 


efforts to secure the permanency : and. progress of the Insti- 


tution. They have purchased the college edifice in Filbert 
street -above Eleventh, where. the lectures in the various 
departments have been given for the last six years; and in 
addition, they haye purchased two commodi¢us dwellings 
adjoining, for the purpose of opening as soon as practicable, 
a department of. Clinical instruetion, in connection with the 
College. Measures are also being taken to refit the build-_ 
Ing,,S0 as to render it in all respects suitable for the pur- 
poses | of the College. Regular clinics in surgery and the 


practice, of medicine will be held twice a week during the 


sessions In. the College,. and in, addition, the students, if they 
wish, will. be admitted to the Penn and Blockley. Hospitals 
upon the same, terms as students of the other Medical Insti- 
tutions of the city. : 

“= Tho Faculty. pledge ‘themeelves. by stein iit, to 
render available every facility for instruction in the: medical 
sciences, that the resources of this large city, can furnish. 
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Every effort has been made to furnish students with the 
most ample opportunity for acquiring thorough attainments 
in all the branches of a medical education. To effect this, 
it will be seen that the course of instruction embraces seven 
departments. 

1. Materia Medica and eta peutiae 

ogy Homeopathic Institutes, Pathology, and the Practice 
of Medicine. 

3. Obstetrics, and the Deis: of Women and Chil- 
dren. 

4, Chemistry and Toxicology. 

5. The Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

6. Anatomy, general and descriptive. 

7. Physiology and Medical Jurisprudence. 

The respective chairs are filled by gentlemen, it is be- 
lieved, who are fully competent to discharge the duties as- 
signed them, in an acceptable manner. Each incumbent 
with a view to the improvement of the course of instruction — 
which the Faculty intend shall be fully equal, if not superior 
to that given in any College in the Western hemisphere, has 
been laboring incessantly for the purpose of being able to 
afford his students the most thorough, as well as the most 
improved instruction upon the branches which belong to his 

, province to teach. To facilitate this, the museum of the 
College is well stored with drawings, models, manikins, 
dried preparations, &e., &., amply sufficient to afford every 

means of demonstration, aside from what will be found — 
requisite and at hand by aid of the recent subject. 
~The anatomical rooms, which are conveniently situated 
and well ventilated, will be amply supplied with materiel 
to enable the student to pursue the study of anatomy by 
dissection, under the direction of a competent demonstrator. 
In view of the extensive preparations that have been 




























-in that of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, has, in conse- 
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made by the Board of ttt chine and Hacaity o of the inmel 


_ pathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, to establish upon a 


firm footing in the United States, a Homeopathic School, 
that shall render efficient: aid in spreading the practice of 
medicine upon its only true scientific basis, a respectful 
appeal is made to the homeopathic profession and the 
friends of the cause everywhere, to lend their countenance 
and support. In consideration of the sacrifices that have 
been made in establishing the College upon its present firm 
foundation, a cheerful and cordial support is solicited from 
the friends of the cause, and it is hoped that this appeal 
will not be made in vain. If homeopathic practice is en- 
titled to the consideration which its friends everywhere claim 
for it, there can be no impropriety in soliciting the patron- 
age of all who wish and intend to be educated-for the ho- © 
mceopathic profession, and it will hardly be expected that. 
homeopathic physicians will send their students to allopathic 
schools, where at best, their course of instruction will give 


- them a bias in the wrong direction. A homeopathic school 


in which all the sciences pertaining to a thorough medical 
education, are taught in harmony with the science of ho- 
mcopathy, most certainly claims the attention and support 


‘ of the homeopathic profession, and it is confidently hoped 


that upon a careful consideration of the subject, all the - 
members of the homeopathic fraternity will see the i impro- 
priety of bestowing their patronage and support upon insti- 
tutions that lose no opporhuuity in trying to effect the 
downfall of our cause. 

Since the close of the last session, some changes have 
taken place in the Faculty of the College. Professor Wal- 


_ ter Williamson, who has labored efficiently since the College 


went into operation, first in the chair of Obstetrics and then 
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quence of ill health; relinquished his chair, which it willbe 
seen has been filled by the election of J. P. Daxe, M.-Di,.of 
Pittsburgh.» It-is-with pleasure, however, that we are able 
to announce to the friends of the Institution, that Professor 
‘WiLLIAMSON has ‘consented toretain his connection with the 
College as Emeritus Professor of Olinical Medicie. The 
chair. of Physiology and. Medical: Jurisprudence, formerly 
oeecupied : by» Professor Small, and temporarily abolished 
during the last session; is re-established, and Dr. Wm. ASH- 
con’ REED has been:elected to the chair. With the present 
Board of Professors, it 1s confidently believed, the Institu- 
tion will prosper, as it has done heretofore... The friends of 
the Institution, and those of homosopathy in general, may 
restassured that» no efforts will: be wanting to, fully accom- 
plish the noble: purpose for which our school was founded. 


>: Lhe Course of Lectures will commence on the 8th of Octo- 
- ber next. oojto: 3 | 


& 


AT! communications of inquiries upon the subject of the 
Lectures may be addressed to the Dean, No. 120 North 
Tenth streét, or to the Registrar, No. 285 Vine street, Phila- 
delphia. . hac 
WMA. GARDINER, M.D., Dean, 

| 120 North Tenth street, Philadelphia. 


ae BE. SMALL, REGISTRAR, | 
285 Vine street, Philadelphia. 
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.. ‘MATRICULANTS OF THE COLLEGE: ... 
-o gagsron OF 1854-55. 

NAME, SLD Leteceneeeeetcaneees sa ei' RESIDENCE.” 
*Harrison O. DUNO cise Taek este aee: .. Massachusetts. 
Benjamin Barr,......... ore seeasuntisedsstaicrssi+ ok CUMBY! YORI. 
Joshua Tee Baer nme nee Peay eee 
L. Augustus Billisoly,......c.cececsceeeeceeeece ee eeee es Virginia. © 

_ James C. Burbank,........... Pia eee -....Pennsylvania. ” 
D. F. Bishop, M. D.j... eee ee pared cert Ny Ores 
QO. CO. Brickley,.. 2.0... ce ccc sec ce ee eev ees Deesees eu ....Pemnsylvania. 
S. §. Brooks, M. D.,...--......-. ele iris - Pennsylvania. 

J. Kemper Bryant,........00.0.0., ive cose cts Pennsylvania. 
T. Crowell Bunting, jelieiiec. Pennsylvania. 
Richard Cran ata 
Samuel Carrels, Mv D. a a Soames New Jersey. 

J. XK, Clark, M. y Sper eee Geese . Massachusetts. © 
Thomas Conrad,.......... avec Wont lr eres ome . New J ersey. 
Asa 8. Couch,....ccc sic icicetececeeeees soe e ey etiront 

Daniel Conese , Siiiiinscla edi ogec seco Sek CRIS 
Charles C. Cressotij is... .ececeeeseeceseseeeeeceeseees 9 aa 
Charles A. Dake, M- D.,........ Disgaea Cokes .New. York. 
Addington K. Davenport, re Giri Ree nee 
Alfred Davis,.....cssceeeseeereeseees veers Pennsylvania. 
John Dowling, Tr: r. sfrreerecnte or SUSIE 
Wm. D. Downing, M. D., ee MONS Louies Pennsylvania. a 
Jacob R. Harhart,. cc eeeeeeeees ot ee OO 
Robert W.. Hyre,. ieee --+++-Pennsylvania. 
CG, 2. Fish, one De ee rei ss siscrecsuesencissstreneweeess New Jersey. 
Samuel M.° "Petes vere: ~ Pennsylvania. 
Me. Gaylord, M. Oe ats emitters Yoru 
John B. Geary,....secseesceceseeeees ae ssn. -Pehieyl ania 
W. Grafius, M. Din SEER CREE esissdhiteeheesPenmsylvania. 
J.J. Griffiths,....+++0+++ otc ia *Petinsylvania. 


ss * Dep. Anat. and Phys. : 
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NAME, 5 : RESIDENCE. 
Jos. F. Harvey,.....ccssccsscsosecsccsscecsscseevevecseesk CNDSY Vania. 
Felix M. Havens,.....cs.ss-ceesesees SeatercseveatctvssseUDGGe VV CBt.: 
. Handy Hatris,.c'cossviccss.sccecssverssesoevees sees Massachusetts. 
John H. Bideder,..-ssesssacsttas issih eeaeisse sis .ci cs Pennsylvania. 
Henry A. Haesler,....0+.+0.000 wows sescecscsesees ennsylvania, 
COCs A TOMO, 5 cccivsts.ticscdindeceses Sersaresscss Pennsylvania. 
David R., Hindman,.........scsccocosesessceqsoceseoeesoF CDNSY Vania. 
Joly: Bei Phowwah 25.66 scaciasis cdeveetieossceceeasse A ADBIDA, 
John Hyde, eer scene bb0h s ers New Jersey. 
Damon Y.. Hyde,......00.0.ssssrsreccecensecccsceeeses V OFMont, 
Abram MM... Ingham, -v..s.s00vsese00iss00,083 sfesateas ... Pennsylvania. 
AlOPAAGOS TIGOE,. ..s scecesecacsésiscvessavev's sseceeeceeseb ennsylyania. 
Richard S.-James,....  eanesthancsisdass okie OOD EY) VADIMe 
A. S. Jones, ists sataeenenenees piv, sesceeeee NOW Jersey. 
P. O. Johnson, M. ax Nilismiaciiwsie aoe, 
Willard NB iin bee neiad a ainiynte pine New York. 
J.-S. Kimball,.......ceccccccoservesecenseseceeesveeeees ew York. 

J. E. Linnell M. D.,...........6++ sasssoaaeess saeuied Massachusetts. 
Henry H. G. Lungren,........ a vabscnueeesnes nig ae 
Archibald C. McCants,.........scsseccscesscsseresersesHlorida. 
Edwin M. McAffe, aoe ine Pennsylvania. 
Robert J. McClatchey, Pennsylvania. 
E. D, Miles, M.D.,..........s.sssccssessecssrsvseseee oe JAl0, 
Calvin E. Morse,........ccccsesccrcesses saceaseoescooees Massachusetts. 
Wm. Murphy, M. D.,.........ssseeeeeees seseceseeeeed ennsylvania. 
Thomas Nichol,....... geek cs Ube cancis cesses eaeees Canada West. 
Levi B. Ober, M. D........ssesesceseseseeeenecereens ..Lllinois. 
Joseph H. Platt,.......: Cas dad cebyovassipaesetas NOW: 0RSs 
Theodore Quick,......sscscseeees sie a ae York. 
John N. Reed,........00000 occas ae .....-. Massachusetts. 
Robert D. Rhodes, akécneunaagececssAtOW,& Opts 
Jacob: Rich,......... me woke sSUriee ia aoe ppapebedecsessINOW 1 OPE. 
John C. Rutter,......... ete ss oMle oe 
Thaddeus H. Sanger,...........sssesssseesceeeserereeeOhi0, 
Charles F'. Saunders,........ piekissicass ceweananasueds Rhode Island. 
Alexander R. Shaw,....-.ssccessseee osovcecssseseeseed CDDSY ania. 
George R. Starkey,....... cesvecesceasateceessecsesenss oo MASGEGHUAOLIA 
John W. Sykes,........scsccsosscsersescressesssesoeass NOW LOM. 
DO. Ba Mi Dijececcscccieeccc ees tess ss OOO, 











oS wm 
AME. — | | RESIDENCE. 
Morthiner. PUOQOUiy..-04s+<0-+5c00sceesssesesicrcacs... Oe Wek. 
Wn. SMIthy...ssssecseeverecesercsrescesecsvsseeeesseee England 
Henry R. Thayery........s.ssseecseesesesseeseeeeseeeees Pennsylvania. 
Henry THOMAS,...440+ssseresecesessesreeseeerveeeseeeee England, 
Hoch Towner,..........ssccessscessesessseceeeeeeeeeePennsylvania. 
Tullio §. VOT, .s.csseesseopevnnscnsrsnocsseeesesseses so LOMy, 


Jos. 8. Wallter,...s.sessseessseesscoseeessseeereeeseses+ Pennsylvania. 


George J, Waggoner,.......csessrsssecressesessrseeese LOWS, 


Joop. B.: Wand. cscihestamcerun-.-s-casce ee Jersey. 
Solomon 20. WV GUMGMp tice <5 os0cs +-e9csavansccnsdne op sooo. Now Cork, 
Walter M. Williamson,..........00.scsseeeeseseeeee+ePennsylyania, 
Gabriel F. "Wisner,...........,4+ceesceressseesesereeseos New York, 
SHOWN U6 Vo Weg iio senor) <: exdediesdeesed ccs <scc ew eke. 
Samuel WilC0X,..+s.s.sessscesesserecceeesensseeesseseeee Pennsylvania. 
George Wolfe,...ersssecreccscerseresscerseeseoeseeeseeese Pennsylvania. 


- Total 83 








GRADUATES. OF 1856. 


At a Public Commencement, held March Ist, 1855, in the 


— 
/ 
, 


+4 eo e29 \ 


Musical Fund Hall, the Degree 


of the College was ‘conferred, by the: Hon. A: V. Parsons, President, upon the following 


gentlemen : 


--o Name. 
Joshua T. Baker, 
Benjamin Barr, 
L. Augustus Billisoly,* ° 
0. C. Brickley. 
T. Crowel Bunting, | 
Samuel Carels, 
Asa 8. Couch, 
Charles C. Cresson, *** 
Charles A. Dake, . 
Addington K. Davenport, 
Jacob R. Harhart, = 
©, E. Fish, 
Joseph H. Gallagher, 
John F. Geary, 
Joseph F. Harvey, 
Handy Harris, 
John R. Howard, 
Damon Y. Hyde, 
Richard 8. James, 
Perry O. Johnston, 
Edwin M. McAffee, 
A. C. McCants, 
Theodore Quick, 
John N. Reed, 
John C, Rutter, 
Charles F. Saunders, 
Mortimer Slocum, 
William Smith, 
George R. Starkey, 
John W. Sykes, 
H. Reidel Thayer, 
Henry Thomas, 
George J. Waggoner, 
Solomon C. Warren, 
Joseph 8. Walter, 
Louis, de V. Wilder, 
Gabriel F. Wisner, 
- George Wolfe, 


Residence, ...... 


Pennsylvania, 
~~ Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, °° 


...- Pennsylvania, - 
_, Pennsylvania, __ 


New Jersey, 
“Vermont, 


«Pennsylvania, © 


_. New York,... 
Rhode Island, 
Ohio, 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Pennsylvania, 
Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, 
Alabama, 
Vermont, 
Pennsylvania, 
Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, 

‘ Florida, 

New York, 
Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, 
New York, 
England, 
Massachusetts, 
New York, 
Pennsylvania, 
England, 
Iowa, 
New York, 
Penns:* lvania, 
‘New York, 
New York, 
Pennsylvania, 


-. Subject,of Thesis. 


‘itheory of Psora. 
‘Abortion. ° 
The. Uterus‘and its appendages. 


Reaction. 

Catarrhal inflammation. °: 
Therapeutic Law., 
Temperaments. 
Pneumonia. 
Therapeutic law of Homeopathy. 


Constipation. 

Progress of Medical Science. 
Duties of a Physician. 
Mucous Fever. 

Progression of Homeopathy. 
Dysenteria endemica, Seu Hpidemica. 
Bright’s disease. 
Pneumonia. 

Diseases of the Spleen. — 
Rational Medicine. 
Induration. 

Cholera Infantum. 

Acute Hydrocephalus, 
Quackery in high places. 


Physiology of Impregnation. 
Decline of Allopathy. 

Cholera. 3 

Tpecacuanha. 

Rationale of Homeopathy. 
Hemoptysis. 

Puerperal Peritonitis. 

Scarlatina. 

Gonorrhea and its kindred diseases. 
Nicotiana Tabacum. ~~ 


~The Honorary Degree was conferred on John A.Ward, New York, George Beak- 
ley, New York, Walter Ward, New Jersey. Total, 41. 
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RMULATIONS OF tH COLLNGH, " 


“hm afar, t one bee aré under the uae of a Boatd of 
Managers, consisting of the President of the eellese, and Six SBP, 
elected annually by,the Corporation. 

The Faculty shall have authority to elect, their own officers, ‘consiét- 
ing of a President and Dean, hold meetings for the purpose. of arranging 
and conducting the business of their department, and for the preserva- 
tion of order and decorum among the. medical. students, if os ae 

The Winter. Course of Medical Lectures will begin. annually 0 on. ‘the 
second Monday i in. October, and end about the first of March ensuing. . 

A. candidate for graduation must be of good moral character, and be 
possessed of sufficient preliminary education, have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, have applied himself. to, the, study of medicine for three 
years, attended two courses of medical Tectures, and have been during 
that time, the private. pupil for two years,. of a Besieth practitioner of 
medicine. 

_ Students’ who have attended one or more full courses of ‘Lectures 
in other Medical Colleges, may become candidates by attendance, upon, 
one full course in this Institution. . ‘ 

The candidate, when making application an cae ee ee 
exhibit his tickets to the Dean, or give other satisfactory. evidence to, 
the Faculty, to prove that the above Toeuations have. been, complied 
Wage : 

Special examinations in, rans cases s may be had, with ie consent 
of the Faculty, 

“The examination. of the candidates for graduation mil ae Anh 
the middle of ‘February; and the commencement for conferring the 
Degree of. the College shall be held by a special 1 mandamus of the Board. 
of Managers, as soon after the close of the Lectures as practicable, 

The candidate, on .or before the first of February, must, deliver to 
the Dean of Faculty, a thesis composed by. himself, and in his own hand- 
writing, on some medical subject, which shail be referred to one of. the 
Professors for examination. | , 

‘The Essay must.be written on fora paper of a uniform size, , the al- 
ternate page being left blank. — ‘ 

A thesis may be published by the cauaidate. permission a the faculty 


being first obtained, 


The candidate shall pay. ‘the. fees ‘of ‘graduation at the time i pre- 
senting his thesis, and in the event of bis ees the money shall be 
returned)to hita,i, Aa Vide so Mil 

The examination shall be Saioctad? in Oe ati by each Professor, and 
the voting, in the case of every candidate shall be by ballot. 


/ 
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A student receiving o affirmative votes ~~ be enniiee to his 
degree. 

If, in the opinion of the Faculty, a an inte gona be benefitted by 
attending another course of Lectures, he may withdraw his thesis, with- 
out being considered as rejected. 

In unsatisfactory cases, the candidate may avail himself of a second 
examination before the whole Faculty, with their consent. 

Formal notice of each satisfactory examination shall be given by the 
Dean to the passed candidate, who shall record his name and address 
upon the register of Graduates, with the title of his thesis. 

The names of the passed candidates are to be reported by the Dean to 
the President, who will communicate such report to the Board of Man- 

_ agers, in order, if approved by them, their mandamus may be were for 
conferring the degree. ed 

A passed candidate shall not absent himself from the doriniencoment, 
without the permission of the Faculty. 

Amount of fees for a full course of lectures dnvabiably cash. ) $100 00 
Matriculation fee (paid once only), See eos 5 00 
Pica aay, ee tw ce WO 
Graduation fee, . PR Ya 30 00 
‘Fee for students who have attended two fall courses in other 
medical tolleges, “. 7.0. ke Oe a « DO 
Graduates of other medical colleges, .  . Og a Oe 

In order to afford facilities to students who are ininble to pay the full 
amount of fees for a full course of lectures, five beneficiary students will 
be received, and entitled to a full course of lectures, by paying fifty 
dollarseach. The application for admission to be made to the Faculty 
previous to the first of September in each year, and to be endorsed by 
at least two reputable Homeopathic physicians, testifying to the good 
moral character and worthiness of the candidate for such EY Or, and 
his inability to pay. 

- The matriculation ticket must be first obtained of the Dean, before « 
any other tickets can be purchased. 

The tickets must be taken by the first Monday in December, except 
in special cases, to constitute a full course. 

Students who have attended two full courses of instruction in this 
Institution, shall be admitted to the subsequent courses of the College 
without further charge. : | ; ; 

The Faculty shall have authority to consider and decide upon cases 
of special application for admission to the Lectures. 


. WILLIAM A. GARDINER, M. D., Dean, 
No. 120 North Tenth ‘Street. 
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VALEDICTORY. 


GENTLEMEN GRADUATES: 


Welcome to you, I doubt not, is this long looked for day of your 


professional inauguration, the crowning day of your protracted 
labors, the day of consummation of all your desires.. Welcome,’ 
too, is this day to these your instructors, for happy are they in the 
opportunity of bearing their testimony that you worthily receive 
the doctorate now to be conferred upoh you. ne 

We claim the privilege of first congratulating you in this con- 
summation of your hopes. In the curriculum of studies through. 
which you have passed, those who have witnessed your labors and: 
toils do this day record their belief, that you are rightfully entitled 
to the honors now declared yours. Oh, happy hour of transforma-' 
tion! you entered this hall untitled students of medicine, you go’ 
out invested with the honors of your alma mater, declared yours by 
the authority of this commonwealth, rendered perpetual by all the 


{ 


powers she can exercise, honors so enduring that not even the com-- 


monwealth herself can deprive you of them, and yet so perishable 


that a single act of yours may tarnish eternally. 


We address you then, gentlemen, but yesterday students of medi- _ 


cine, to-day members of an honorable profession. Oh, how like a’ 
dream! One hour at the feet of the masters in science, the next’ 
affiliated with the learned and the good; how ennobling the thought, 
you can claim relationship with such master minds as Hippocrates, 
Boerhaave, Sydenham and Hahnemann > Harvey, Hosack, Physick 
and Mott—a galaxy of lustrous stars in the medical firmament, 
shedding by their beneficent radiance a glory over the face of the’ 
world, the splendor of which has alighted up joy in many a sad-’ 
dened heart—illustrious names—names Written — 
| “On the living sky 
To be forever read by every eye.” 


In the acquisition of such a dignity do: soul-stirring resolves rise. 
within you—cherish those aspirations for a development of char-. 
acter befitting such a position—yours is a position devoutly to' be 
coveted. Happy shall we be, if we can so impress your minds with 
the responsibilities and the duties now encircling you, as to stir you. 
up to new resolves of noble purpose. Bear with us, then, as we. 
dwell on those responsibilities, and give you our parting counsel... 
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They may be to you our last words, for the grasp of the hand will 
soon be felt, and then our eyes will fasten on these familiar counte- 
nances no more; perhaps not until the voyage of life is ended, will 
you even see each other. May no one of your barks be stranded 
on the quicksands of time—no one be dashed against its rocks. 
You now are to take part in the drama of life—our counsel kindly 
take—the counsel of one who has travelled far in the pathway you 
are about to enter. See to it, that your first steps are rightly taken 
—the following ones are more easily made. Few have courage to 
retrace their steps—to amend their errors. 

The occasion and. the circumstanges suggesb the thoughts pre- 
sented for your consideration. , For two years we have sustained 
+o each other most intimate and pleasant relations—Daily have 
we sought to discipline you, for life’s journey—mapped out the, 
country through which your course will lie—pointed to many pit- 
falls in the way,-and told you how best to avoid them. To day 
you take your stand for the race, these to you then are our last in- 
structions. | | 

And first we charge you to study. Do you ask us, what now are 


we to study? Our, reply.1s_man,—man in health and man in dis- 


ease... Yes, study to know what health is, and the laws by which it 
is preserved; what constitutes disease and the laws that govern it. 
Your work of. life then is two fold—to preserve health, and seek to 
restore it when lost. , | 

The relative importance of these two duties. 1s sadly disturbed ; 


to many the first is lost sight of; the last is all absorbing—let their 


relative value be rightly estimated. Without a correct knowledge 
of the standard of health, you will. not be able to appreciate the 
departures from it—which we term disease. You have studied man 
ag a machine, in the structure, arrangement, and composition of its 
organs. . Your knowledge, too, has. been derived from books and the 
instruction of your teachers. . You are now to turn to the book of © 
nature, and gather truth from the unwritten pages of wisdom, that. 
will daily be opened for your instruction. Interrogate nature, for the 
operation. of that force—the vital principle—that mystery of 
mysteries—we term life, which animates and controls all its motions. 
From nature seek to know the operation of those laws that 
- govern this machine, and each one of the organs that compose it. 
Her lectures to you will be perpetual, and strange to tell, with her 
teachings you will never tire. Not only will they be ever new, but 
the more you learn, the more insatiate will be your thirst for 
knowledge. The more you draw from this fountain, the more ex- 
haustless will the fountain appear. You have been taught that 
disease consists in disturbance of function, or change of structure, 
in some part or organ of the body; the result of an infraction of some 
of the laws governing the vital principle,—the motor power—of the: 








} 


physical organism, or of the organism itself; that nature proclaims 
to us such disordered action in emphatic language, conventionally 
termed symptoms—that for each disease of the organism she has a 
Specific description, minutely proclaiming it, as distinguished from 
every other; and that infraction of the laws governing our mental 
being are as distinctly pronounced by a disturbance in the vital forces, 
But you are now to enter upon the study of these diseases at the 
bedside. Hitherto what you have learned has been the fruit of the 
observations of others. Henceforth you are to watch the develop- 
ments of these disordered actions for yourselves. And remember 
the object of your study is not opinion, but truth—the unchangeable 
truths of nature. That these facts you are to learn, are nature’s 
signs, their groupings, the hyeroglyphic language she employs. 

You have finished your medical education and this day commem- 
orates it. But it was only.preparatory to the study we are urging 
upon you; for the end of all medical education is to prepare your 
minds to read the book of nature, observe the facts she teaches, 
and truthfully interpret them. When we tell you, you will find 
this study intengely interesting, the language but feebly describes 
the emotions you will feel in the pursuit. Nature teaches as man 
cannot. Oftentimes unconsciously will you find yourselves absorbed 
with her wrelations. Be an humble learner—sit at her feet as her 
disciple-—minutely note the Symptoms of disease and the order of 
their occurrence—and learn too to record them. In this, you may 
take for your pattern Hippocrates. No one since his day has more 
faithfully recorded the phenomena of disease than did the father 
of medicine. And there is no one but can do this, faithfully, and 
truthfully, if he will; and no one in doing it can fail to recognize in 
these proclamations of disease, the nature of the disturbance, and. 
the organ that is the seat of it. If the assertion of Newton, that 
the only difference between himself and other men, was in his habit of 
observation and attention, had a foundation in truth, a sentiment 
endorsed to us by Locke, one still more distinguished in the science 
of mind, you have the strongest inducement to apply yourselves 
diligently to the cultivation of this habit. 

No one can make attainments in scientific investigations without 
it. Not only is it essential to the student of medicine, but his 
ability to practise, and his success as a practitioner will be propor- 
tioned to his habit of close observation. However great may be his 
stores of knowledge gathered from the teachings of others, at the 
bedside he finds them of doubtful utility—he misinterprets, and 
misapplies, for nature reveals not to the casual observer. : 
_ The result of close observation will be the acquisition of know- 
ledge. But, constituted as mind is, this will be a gradual process, 
for one item of truth after another is to be learned by all men in 
the same way—the fruit of assiduous labor and careful toil—the 
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work of life; but what at first was labor becomes at length a plea- 
sure, from the very laws of our mental being. © And, as you master 
one subject after another and one. disease after another, you will be 
guickened in the pursuit ; happy all the while that you are in com- 
munion with nature, and that she is revealing to you her secrets; 
thus giving you, in anticipation, the knowledge of the issues of dis- 
ease, as they are written in the book of life and death. In urging 
upon you the cultivation of the habit of observation, we mean some- 
thing more than simply seeing the sick. It implies such a study of. 
the symptoms marking the invasion, progress, and termination of 
disease; the order of their development, and their relative import- 
ance, in connection with the condition of the organs the seat of 
those symptoms, and their relation as cause and effect—that with the 
knowledge of the remedies already acquired, you can make such an 
application of it, that in the use of those remedies you can observe 
the change wrought in the pathological condition of the part affected 
by a change in the symptoms; and measure the rapidity of that 
alteration by a corresponding change in the symptoms. Such close 
observation will enable you readily to distinguish «the active from 
the passive state, and the ravages made in the structure of an 
organ by disease, and the debility of function resulting from it. 
One case thus thoroughly studied, will be more instructive to you 
than twenty hastily viewed. The advantage of information thus 
obtained, in watching the progress of a disease through all its 
stages—from its commencement to its termination, without the con- 
fusion and distraction of mind consequent upon making investiga- 
‘tions of different diseases at the same time, has led to the remark, 
‘‘that it is an advantage to a young physician to have but one pa- 
tient at a time.” To study thus,at will tax you, it is true, but 
you must learn to do it, if you take a stand in your profession—_ 
and in learning to do it, you will learn to think. In this work, 
too, you will find scope for all your energies; for here is exercise 
for the largest abilities of the most thoroughly furnished mind. 
Work for you to do—every day—and every hour—work that you 
cannot neglect, if you feel the necessity of making your mark on 
the canvass of time. The bedside, then, henceforth, is to be your 
field of study; for here, alone, will you acquire that practical tact 
and knowledge of your profession, which books cannot give you— 
and you will find your success in the world to depend more upon 
the successful treatment of your cases, than upon your acquaint- 
ance with the current literature of the day—professional or general. 
T have never known a physician, however learned, that derived his 
information mainly from books, to acquire a reputation as a success- 
ful practitioner. Equally difficult wall it be to find one that has ac-. 
wired his information from the book of nature, that has not attained 
to the character of a successful practitioner in the circle in which 
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he moves. The closet physician so smells of books, that he ‘pro- 
_ Claims his character even in the sick room—for he gives you hypo- 
theses instead of facts. And no less marked do we find schools of 
medicine, bearing the impress of the age to which they belong, 
As an example, I need but instance the school of Hippocrates—it 
was formed in the public places of resort—in the temples—by the 
way side—and in the dwellings of the sick, and from no school has 
come down to us more graphic descriptions of disease, more true to 
nature. ‘The aphorisms of Hippocrates are as worthy your atten- 
tion as they were of the students of Greece. qsilw? 9a 

_ Connect your observations of the effects of remedies upon the 
disease, with your record of the symptoms; without this your work 
is but half accomplished. And trust not to your memories to pre- 
serve for future use such precious instruction. You will ask too 
much of them if you do. And, moreover, you will be sadly disap- 
pointed, years hence, to find that the material facts, those you 
most need in the reproduction of the picture in the mind’s eye, the= 
nicer shades of color that are to distinguish it from every other, 
will be effaced from memory’s tablet, while the grand outline alone 
remains to you in the distance. I have pointed you to Hippo- 
crates as your exemplar in this. You claim to be Homeopathists— 
let me pomt you then to the immortal Hahnemann, who, after long 
years of practice, far in the senectitude of life, investigated 
closely, and recorded minutely. With such habits formed, you will 
not fail to add to your stock of knowledge. | | | 
You each constitute but a unit; and while nature has been teach- 
ing one of you great truths from the open volume of experience, 
she has presented another page to the eye of another of her vota- 
ries; and others still to other minds; and if you would add rapidly 
to your stores of knowledge—you must prize her teachings at the 
bedside to others, as you do her teachings to yourself, and. haye 
a portion of your time devoted to their perusal. No physician 
at the present day can keep pace. with the progress mind is 
making either in. his profession or out of it, unless. some portion 
of his time be consecrated to reading the observations of others. 
After you have yourself been in contact with disease, and have 
learned successfully to combat it, you will be. able to reason with 
clearness upon the subject, and to profit from reading the observa- 
tions of others. Now a careful reading of monographs, and the 
perusal of descriptions of disease, as presented in the best con- 
ducted journals, will be of great value in directing your mind, re- 
solving your difficulties, and presenting additional facts in confirma- 
tion or correction of the conclusions to which you have been led 
from your own’ observations. Books rightly used will ever con- 
stitute one of the most important and valuable sources of informa- 
tion that you can avail yourselves of. _ : 
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-- No less essential to your success in life, will be a love for your _ 
profession—see that you cherish it, a love, pure and unalloyed; it 
will be more readily cultivated if you carry with you an abiding 
sense of the dignity of your calling; this is, indeed, the foundation 
of a genuine all-absorbing love. In the possession of it you will 
find the difficulties you will have to encounter in the earlier years 
of your professional life to be readily surmounted, the trials and 
disappointments you will meet with, will not dishearten, but rather - 
nerve you for the combat. In the dark hours of conflict with dis- 
ease, when death stands ready to claim its victim, and you are made 
to realize that you are coping with an enemy on most unequal terms, 
you will find yourself sustained by this love, in faith, and hope, 
which are its fruits. Poverty though long your lot to struggle 
acainst, labor unrequited, either by offerings from the purse—or 
the heart, misapprehensions of your motives, misconstructions of 
your deeds, either or all combined will not quench the ardor which 
“Jove enkindles in the heart for the profession of your choice. In 
the exercise of it, you will be surprised to find what many before 
you have done, that the interest in a patient that promises no pecu- 
niary reward, will be oftentimes so absorbing as to give you anxious 
thoughts by day, and disturbing dreams at night,—that you will 
retire to your rest, thinking about your patient, you will wake in 
the morning, your thoughts still lingering around his bed, and your 
first. work, with hurried step to learn his condition—that you may 
discharge your duty to your suffering fellow, as your other self. ‘To 
talk of gold, as a reward for this, is to insult the better feelings of 
our nature. Nothing but love for your calling, love for the duties 
it imposes, love for the recipient of these favors, will sustain you in 
such a work. Unless constituted differently from many of your 
brethren, some of your saddest thoughts will be in the reflection 
that a calling, so noble, so divine, should be regarded in the world’s 
estimation, so ignoble as to have the value of its services computed 
by a mercenary scale. In the light of this truth you will understand 
your calling to be a holy calling; for life, that sacred thing, with 
which you have to do, is an emanation of the divine, and when man’s 
mission on earth is accomplished will be recalled by the great Original. 
The recognition of man’ as a three-fold being, you have been 
taught to carry with you to the bedside; and in the selection of 
your remedies, to note the condition of the intellectual and moral 
faculties, as having a material influence, over the physical organism. 
The condition of the moral demands your attention then as well as 
the physical—two systems united by a bond, invisible, but yet in- 
dissoluble till death severs it. yi 
And, in saying to you go one step farther and remember this 
-moral being has spiritual aspirations, we do not counsel you to 
invade the precincts of the divine, or assume the prerogative of the 
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-preacher—but simply charge you—the relation you sustain to your 


patient as physician will not absolve you from obedience to the divine 
law—‘ do unto others, as you would that others should do unto 
you.” But the obligations you owe to your patient in view of his 
spiritual necessities, will be more clearly proclaimed to you under a 
sincere desire to follow the teachings of that law, than we can de- 
clare them. 

You are panting no doubt to enter upon your work. Gotnanco 
it at once; and do it diligently, for life is short. To-day, life 
seems extended far into the future—to-morrow you review it past. 
Waste but little time in deciding upon a location. Be not too 
anxious for the best, for all cannot occupy it. Be satisfied with 
one where you can find scope for your energies—a place where you 


may work. Villages and towns all over our extended country, in every 


State of this Union are inviting you to-day. I cannot say to you 
all, locate in our larger cities; but few ought to go there. Other 
positions are more favourable for a young physician in the earlier 
years of his experience, to acquire a thorough knowledge of his 
profession. And many such you may select, where if you deter- 
mine to honor your profession, you will soon be received in the 
open arms of confiding patrons; and where too early in life you 
will have no superior. On the other hand, in the large cities you 
may toil on, and toil on, unknown, nay unobserved ; for there the 
shadow of the great ones will fall upon your path-way, and obscure 


your being. .And in these cities, temptations to turn aside from 


the course that alone promises success, meet you at every step. 
Opportunities for applying to practice the principles acquired in 
your pupilage so slowly present themselves, that too many de- 
spondingly turn away from the path, and moreover, if steadfast to 


your purpose, nature presents not her pages of instruction to the 


physician in the city as she is wont to do in the country. These 


moulding adverse influences you cannot control, though possibly you 


may overcome them. Hence it is true of our profession, as of other 
occupations and departments of life, the men for emergencies, for 
great achievements, for commanding influence, men who plan—and 
purpose—and execute, are for the most part traimed in the country. 
Yes, draughts are made upon practitioners of medicine disciplined 


by study and toil in the country, as men of thought and energy, to 


occupy the controlling positions in the medical, as well as in the 
commercial world; men to educate, direct and control the profes- 
sional mind. In confirmation of this truth, let me ask where are 
the sons of the great lights in the medical world of the previous 


generation { ? alas, the names even of their fathers, would have been 
lost long since, but for their works that immortalized them. ‘The . 


slow but steady course which Providence has ordained as essential 
to the attainment of positions of great usefulness in life, is more 
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easily, and more surely secured in the country. There the progress 
‘the professional man makes is proportioned to, and commonly the 
result of practical acquirement, the fruit of hard, but well directed 
mental labor. To such disciplined minds, reputation acquired is as 
-fitly worn, and easily sustained, as a well adjusted garment. With- 
-out it you have Saul’s armor on David, to carry which is a difficult 
and laborious task. , 

And yet the tendency with young men is to crowd our great 
cities, under a. mistaken notion, that the practice of the profession 
there isnot as laborious as in the country, and the smaller towns ;— 
or under an equally false impression that a comfortable state, if not 
one of independence, is more easily secured in our large cities,— 
forgetting that the additional expense of living more than counter- 
balances the increase of professional gain. Though a greater num-— 
ber of the rich, reside.in the large cities, there too, by their side, 
‘you find the multitudinous poor. And it so happens, account for 
it as you may—that it commonly falls to the lot of the young phy- 
sician to attend to the wants of the poor. They constitute, it is 
true, ‘“‘the rounds in the ladder to the rich;” but their number is 
so many, that a long time is consumed in rising above them—but 
worse than all, to riseso entirely above them, as to forget they 
are below—is to do violence to some of the noblest feclings of our 
nature and dishonor a profession that habitually performs more acts 
of benevolence, humanity and charity than any other. And not 
only do the extremes of society, as respects their outward state, 
meet in our great cities, there also, amid nature’s noblemen-—the 
most learned, the most wise and most virtuous, specimens of hu- 
manity, that by their deeds of benevolence and philanthropy do 
honor to human nature, your heart is saddened to see the most 
ignorant, the most selfish, the most depraved and fiendish of our 
race. | 
» The world measure men by themselves, as well as by others, and 
expect them to: grow in knowledge and in reputation as they grow 
in years. This expectation is more certainly met by the physician 
-who-is satisfied at first with a small business, and uses it as the 
means of acquiring knowledge; for the knowledge thus acquired as 
certainly begets business, and business thus secured establishes re- 
putation: Where you occupy a. position of eminence, attained 
through such a process—and doing thus you will occupy it early— 
your services will command a premium in market. ‘They will not 
only bring to you adequate remuneration, but there will be super- 
added the thanks of the recipient for services rendered. 

- We have presented for your consideration, mental culture, as re+ 
_ quisite.to your success in life, and offer no apology for adding, your 
happiness and usefulness, if not your success, will be materially 
influenced by the cultivation of your moral faculties. There is no 
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employment in life, more fruitful in’ pleasures resulting from the 
cultivation of our intellectual and moral natures, than the profession 
of medicine. But there are pains as well as pleasures to be ex- 
perienced. ‘Trials and disappointments daily fall to the lot of the 
medical practitioner. A sensibility to suffering, under these repeated 
trials, seems to be proportioned to, if not the result of high mental 
culture, unless. the moral sense—the will and the affections—have 
enjoyed a corresponding education. This moral discipline, we 
‘counsel you to cultivate. A better balance-wheel, amid the ap- 
parently conflicting duties and perplexing turmoils of life, you 
cannot have. It will be the anchor of hope to your trembling bark 
in the hour of adversity, and no less the needed ballast to hold you 
steadfast amid the gales of prosperity. Constituted as the world is, 
and admirably adapted as we find it to promote the happiness of 
man, it is often the scene of such severe and repeated trials, that 
the language of one of old, “all these things are against me,’ ’ but 
expresses daily experience. Strange would it be, if some of you 
should not be called to struggle against the tide of events. And 
-yet it is: true that these seemingly opposing influences in life, are 
fortunate or adverse, just according to the spirit in which we meet 





them. Misfortunes do sometimes come, as they already have to 


some of you; that no foresight can avert—no human power al- 
leviate. For such trials—the man of moral culture finds consola- 
tion in the fact— 


‘‘The great Shepherd leads the flocks of those he loves 
From faithless pleasures ; full into the storms 
Of life; where long they bear the bitter blast ; 
Until, at length, the vernal sun looks forth, 
Bedimmed with showers. Then, to the pastures green 
He brings them, where the quiet waters glide, 
The stream of life.” 


With a heart enlightened by divine truth, and moulded in the spirit 
of the gospel, you will learn to bear these trials with an unrufiled 
temper, and find they but strengthen and develop in you virtuous 
principles. Without this moral discipline, everything at times will 
seemingly go wrong, and rob you of peace of mind. A slow intro- 
duction into business will be construed into neglect, and a want of 
just appreciation of your professional ability; which will sour your 
temper, and beget in you moroseness of feeling. At other times, 
these very trials and temptations will call into exercise the passions 
and appetites of our nature, that will threaten your ruin.’ In view 
of such perils, we commend to you the scriptures of truth. Not as 
a moralist, nor a divine, but as the appropriate duty of a teacher, 
addressing those, his pupils, just embarking on the voyage of life, 


do we commend them to you. They are the best chart you can 
consult on the voyage. A chart with perfect rules for the govern- 
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‘ment of your conduct, and that will make plain to you every duty 
‘you owe to yourselves, and your fellow men. Did we believe your 
being was to terminate with the close of life, we would still say to 
you, you will no where else find embodied so many and such excel- 
lent precepts as you will find here. Principles of prudence, that 
will crown with success your worldly pursuits—principles for the 
government of your passions, and the moderation of your desires, 
that will secure your personal happiness—principles regulating your 
conduct to your fellows, that will add to your usefulness in life. 
Its teachings simply in relation to this world are invaluable, for no 


Es 


‘where else can you find human nature more graphically delineated, | 


and the springs of the actions of men more perfectly unfolded to 
your view. 


But it is not alone in the adaptation of its moral precepts to your 


‘wants as professional men, in the varied scenes of temptation and 
trial through which you may be called to pass, that we commend to 
you the inspired word. In the recognition of the fact, that there 
is in you a higher principle than intellect—a moral sense that needs 
the discipline these very trials are so admirably adapted to give— 
we counsel you to make the scriptures your daily study. From these 
pages you will learn to draw that wisdom which is better than 
riches, and more to be desired than knowledge. Wisdom worth 
‘more than rubies and more precious to you than gold. It will be 
to you 3 | 
‘<A lamp through all the tedious night 
Of life to guide your way— 
Till you behold the clearer light 
Of an eternal day.” 


Yes, we believe, when our “mission to the sick and suffering” of 
earth is ended, following the teachings of this book, we shall meet 
in that world where the heart shall no more be made sad at the 
sight of suffering, for we are assured no inhabitant of that world 
“shall ever say; I am sick.” In the light of this truth, how im- 
portant do its revelations become—the only safe authority from 
which you can draw your rules of action—the only guide that will 
surely conduct you to a blessed immortality. 

As we review life’s work from our present stand-point, it seems 
to us certain, that your success or failure will depend upon your- 
selves—that with proper characters formed—the right path entered 
—and a wise course pursued—you cannot: fail of success in your 
professional pursuits—you cannot fail of making a prosperous 
voyage, and finally entering the haven of rest. Most happy shall 
we be to impress this truth upon your minds, so to daguerreotyp@ it. 
upon your heart, that it as thoroughly permeate your being, as the 

-plood sent by it courses its way through the system. 
_ An iceberg cools the atmosphere for many miles round. Tis cold 
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and chilling influence, far reaching over the ocean, warns the mari- 
ner of its approach, long before his eye detects it in the distance. 
So the temperate, healthy minded intelligent physician, of phi- 
lanthropic heart, sends out and diffuses through society around him, 
an imperceptible, all-controlling influence. Constituted as mind is, 
this must of necessity be so. What vocation in life gives to man 
such moulding power over society, for good or for evil, as that of the 
medical man? ‘The lawyer must be in his office; the divine in his 
study, with but occasional, though set times, for educating and con- 
trolling mind. ‘The man of trade devotes himself to the competition 
of traffickers in the mart; it is the element in which he lives. The 
man of commerce watches, with no less intensity of interest, the flux 
and reflux of commercial tides. The politician, absorbed in the study 
of the masses, overlooks the individual man, till, too often, he loses 
(in thought) his own individuality of being, and becomes a heartless 
automaton. ‘The mechanic, in his honorable vocation, must fill up 
his daily hours affiliated with a few, his constant companions; while 
the husbandman’s walk, delightful as it is to the educated mind, is 
alone with nature, and with nature’s God. | 

But the physician lives but to be seen. The same hour, on the 
same errand, you find him in the hovel, the cottage, and the mansion. 
He daily threads all the ramifications of society; his footsteps are 
everywhere visible. Alone he treads the narrow lane to the chamber 
of suffering, where the unknown dwell. His voice there is familiar 
to the children of sorrow. They have seen only his countenance 
beaming with heavenly radiance, in sympathy with their suffering, 
till they have learned to love him. Now they welcome him in his 
daily visits, as their friend; maybe, their only friend. His offices 
of kindness to a suffering mother, or dying father, have so united 
their hearts to him, that do what he may, it must be right; say 
what he will, his words to them are words of wisdom. Do you won-_ 
der that the influence of a physician should be a moulding influence? 
Would it not be strange if it were otherwise? But this is in the 
lowly walk of life. Turn, then, to the mansion of the rich. There, 
too, you find the physician making one of a family group, at a time 
when the heart is most impressible. It is the hour of sickness and 
suffering—maybe, of death. The influences of the world have given 
place to other influences. The father’s heart, long absorbed in the 
too ardent pursuit of power or wealth, is now occupied with other 
thoughts. The feverish excitement of ambition has died away. 
He—the ever-devoted mother—the pleasure-seeking sons and daugh- 
ters—all recognise the good and faithful physician, as the heavenly 
appointed messenger to that trembling household. If healing mer- 
cies come to the stricken one, he is the channel through which they 
are-to flow. If the dreaded hour of separation is soon to be, his 
lips are to announce the approach of the sad event that is to clothe 
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the household with gloom. To that family he is the minister of hope, 
and to him are committed trusts dearer than life, yea, life itself. On 
whom else devolves responsibilities such as he assumes, or the dis- 
charge of duties so intimately regarding the happiness of his fellows, 
as are daily his? 

These positions of influence, which you are soon to occupy, are 
tremendous engines for the working out of good or evil in society, 
We should not dwell upon them so particularly, did we not know 
there is a strong tendency in the education of the age, pervading 
most thoroughly the professional mind, to overlook the importance 
of having correct moral principle constitute the foundation of all 
education. The great end everywhere regarded as important in 
this age of steam, is so to educate, as that the one who enters his 
profession may run with the speed of the locomotive, the career of 
wealth and popular applause. With too many, no other education 
is regarded as adapted to the spirit of the times—no other promises 
success, amid the crowd of competitors for the world’s honors. 

Who is there, should not love such a profession, abounding in op- 
portunities of being useful to his fellow-men, and does not recognise 
the fact that, faithfully to improve them, he should be a good, a wise, 
and virtuous man? It is not to be concealed that a faithful discharge 
of the duties of that profession, wherever they are met, will be a la- 
borious task. But if you resolve to enter upon them with a cheerful 
spirit, however laborious they may be at first, according to a law of 
our nature, they will soon become so pleasant as to be to you.a source 
of happiness. And the oftener they are met, in the exercise of this 
spirit, the easier they will become. And, let me say, if any of you 
are conscious of not possessing a measure of this love for your pro- 
fession, and have prepared yourselves to enter it, supposing you would 
enjoy a life of ease, you had better leave it, here at the threshhold. 
If, however, you have not mistaken your calling, commence at once 
the practice of it; and let this alone be your work for life. No man, 
in the daily discharge of his professional duties, can meet those of 
any other business. And, in addition to what we have already said 
as to the choice of a location, we will add, when that choice is made, 
abide by it—if you can. Wherever that location be, if the sick are 
there, there will be work for you to do—there you may lead a use- — 
ful life—and there, practising the Christian virtues, you may die a 
happy death. - | 

Yes, once fixed in a circle of practice, enjoying the confidence of 
your patrons, be slow in deciding upon a removal to another field. 
Indeed, very strong considerations pointing to such a course should 
alone lead you to the consideration of such a question. Much of 
the character that a professional man acquires, after years of labor, 
consists in the confidence of his patients in his professional abilities, 
and in the possession of their affections, from the faithful manner in 
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which he has discharged his obligations to them; a character he can- 
not transfer to a new field of labor—imposing upon him the neces- 
sity of beginning anew to establish himself, in the same slow and 
laborious manner as at his entrance upon professional life. ) 
No sooner will you be fixed in your fields of labor than you will 
be brought into contact with medical men. This new and untried 
relation will impose upon you new and peculiar duties. Among them 
you may find those whose age and experience, if not their position 
in society, will forbid you should ever sit in judgment upon their 
works. ‘There will be others your equals as to age and experience, 
whose opinions and doings you will be more strongly tempted to 
criticise. But we entreat you to bear in mind, we have instructed 
you “not to sit in judgment upon the works of others, but to do 
your own faithfully and well.” Should it fall to your lot to receive 
from your brethren marked disrespect, or supercilious contempt, you 
will do well to remember, that they and you are members of the 
same family—that human nature is but poor at best—and that 
possibly you may see yourself reflected in them as in glass. Touch- — 
ing members of our own school, you will have temptations of another 
kind. Prior to the existence of this college, the first chartered insti- 
tution in the world for teaching homceopathy in connection with all 
the branches of medical science, there was no opportunity afforded 
for systematic instruction, and as a matter of necessity, the older 
practitioners to a great extent have been their own educators. The 
advantages you have here enjoyed, such as we believe can no where 
else be found, if rightly improved, have given you a better know- 
ledge of the system, and consequently when applied will secure to 
you superior skill. Strange would it be, if under these circumstances 
you do not find yourselves tempted to claim for yourselves greater 
wisdom, by intimating in no doubtful terms, that you could have 
done better in a given case than your rival brother. Under such 
temptation let the fact be remembered, that a quack always declares: 
his character, when he publishes his ability to do better than any 
one else; and, therefore, though your superiority in medical skill 
may be unquestioned, it will not become you to proclaim it. Seek 
rather to cultivate professional courtesy with your brethren, however 
churlish or hostile be their attitude to you—your duty to them at 
all times demands kind and courteous treatment; no other will so 
promote your usefulness and happiness in life; no other will so’ 
much favor your professional advancement. — 

Having perfected yourselves in the study of the medical sciences, 
as usually taught in the allwopathic colleges, you this day are 
declared doctors of medicine. Having added thereto a knowledge 
of homoeopathic medicine, the legislature has authorized the addi- 
tional title of doctor cf Homeopathic Medicine. Does the addition 
of such a grant impose on you additional responsibilities? Truth- 
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fully to answer such an interrogative, glance for a moment at the 
present condition of our system, the more correct understanding of 
its principles, the increased experimental knowledge of our reme- 
dies, as contrasted with the past; in the light of which you will not 
fail to perceive the superior advantages you have enjoyed in your 
medical education, far surpassing what fell to the lot of those who 
commenced the practice of the system twenty years ago; advan- 
tages that should make you wiser than your teachers, and better 
practitioners than they have ever been. , 

Almost all the senior practitioners look back to the time of the 
introduction of this system into this country as the importation of a 
German mysticism. That time seems to us but as yesterday. The 
ridicule that assailed it, verily threatened to strangle it in its birth. 
Surviving such an onslaugh, the opposition it encountered rendered 
it difficult for the honest inquirer after truth to test its principles at 
the bed-side. Those experiments, when made, were made in the 
dark, in private practice, by here and there a practitioner—solitary 
and alone. No hoary-headed counsellor to guide the inquirer ‘‘from 
error’s dubious way ;’’ no hospitals or dispensaries, with their thousand 
patients on their beds of suffering and disease, favoring a trial of 


_ the system; patients who to-day, the unwilling recipients of this 


boon, would be to-morrow its advocates, from having had demon- 
strated in them its power to heal: No colleges; no schools of in- 
struction. And our literature, alas! how little deserving the name. 
Jahr’s Manual, a few tracts, mainly explanatory of the term homeeo- 
pathy, were about all we had in the English language; now, every 
volume published in Europe is at once translated and republished here 
(if. worth republishing,) giving us a hundred and more to every one 
then enjoyed, while every month brings us the announcement from 


the American press, of some valuable work on homeopathic prac- 


tice. Look, too, at the provings of the new medicines, constantly, 
augmenting in number, the reprovings of the old, and the constantly 
accumulating experience of the host of practitioners that have come 
to our help, constituting an army of homeeopathic physicians in the 
United States of over two thousand in number, and all this within 


little more than a quarter of a century. And yet with all that has. 


been done in developing and perfecting our system, we are con-, 
strained to exclaim, how little of the application of its principles do. 
we know! | 

Tf the language of one of nature’s devoted students, in reviewing 
the triumph of truth over error, was appropriate to himself, how 


much more to us, the disciples of a discoverer of another of nature’s. . 


great laws. I know not, said Newton, how I appear to the world, 
but I seem to myself like one satisfied with having found upon the 
shore a smoother pebble, or a prettier shell, while the great ocean of 
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similibus curantur for our gide, and in the infancy of our know- 
ledge of its principles, we often prescribe for the relief of suffering 
humanity, and the angel of health as with a magic wand, chases 
away the demon of disease. In an ecstacy of joy we cry out Kureka, 
Eureka! but a more thorough knowledge of the pathogenesis of our 
remedies, under the accumulating experience of those now in the 
school, and those enlisting in the work, will present materials for a 
building, that when completed, will exhibit to the world an edifice, 
that in the beauty of its structure and symmetry of proportion, will 
be the admiration of succeeding ages. 

Knowing, gentlemen, that to aid in the construction of this tem- 
ple is most emphatically the privilege of those of you now entering 
the profession, we charge you each to carve a stone for himself 
that shall bear your name and impress. It shall have its place in 
_ this temple that is going up on the foundations laid by the sage of 
Goethen, that will be the admiration of posterity, when yonder 
monument that bears the name of Washington shall have mouldered 
into dust. | | 

We have counselled you to be men of high resolve, of noble 
purpose. You go out from us as the expounders of the great law 
similia, to elucidate its principles, and show their excellence in 
application, in allaying suffering and arresting disease. Be true to 
yourselves; be true to the cause; keep homceopathy pure and unal- 
loyed. To incorporate it with any other system is to neutralize it; 
eschew this in your private practice. As you love the cause of 
homceopathy; as you revere the name of Hahnemann, frown upon 
every attempt wherever made to engraft it upon any other system 
of medical instruction. Our friends in Michigan have sought to do 
this. But human nature being what it is, homceopathy cannot thus 
be learned. Let me ask you, what would have been your knowledge 
of the system to-day; what the measure of your confidence in it, if of 
these seven, all your respected instructors, while one had daily taught 
this better way, the other six had as often ridiculed his teachings ? 

Be students of nature; investigate her laws in health and disease; 
study the indications of nature, in all her healing and life-preserving 
processes; acquaint yourselves most thoroughly with the nature of 
the agents, and the indications for their use under the great law of 
cure, and we are assured you will erect for yourselves a superstruc- 
ture on the foundations you have laid here, that will reflect honor 
upon your Alma Mater. : 

But we must dismiss you. Cherish a remembrance of this day— 
-of thesé your instructors, and of the scenes through which you have 
passed in these halls of instruction. Why do we counsel you thus? 
for you cannot forget them. Often will they pass in review before 
your minds. Yes; possibly in years far distant, in the dark hours 
of mental conflict, amid doubt and perplexity, will the remembrance 
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of some word of counsel that has fallen upon your ear, bring back. 


with all the vividness of reality these scenes through which you have 
passed. The bond which has so pleasantly united us is severed, but 
our interest in you ceases not with its dissolution. We shall have: 
part with you in the battle of life. If you conduct yourselves nobly 
and manfully in the strife, we shall be honored; if you basely and 


| dastardly succumb, your mantle of shame will fall upon us. Our 


whitening locks and advancing years beckon us to give place to 
younger and stronger men. Our lives'we are to live over in the 
graduates of this college. Go, then, and act well your part; be 
known for your courteous bearing to your professional brethren; as 
gentlemen in all the amenities of life; as good and skilful men in) 
the art of healing, that thus the response may come back in after 
years, “ We have acquitted ourselves as men.’ You have our bene- 
‘ction inthe word farewell—Fare-ye-well—let its sound dwell upon 
your ear, and shadow upon your inmost. being the impression its 
utterance by your speaker is heart-felt, and a thrilling response now 
vibrates upon the heart of his associates in whose behalf he reiterates 
the—F aRE-YE-WELL. : 





